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Playing Those Mind
Games

Mak: all the Dionne Warwick jokes you like. The
L5, government takes this psychic stuff seriously, and as late a5
June 199% was lavishing your vax dellars—almaost $21 million
of them—on those nutty 200 numbers,

Well, not lteralfy on 900-number psychic hot lines. But it's
the same idea. According 1o a Reuter's reporr on November 340,
19953, “for at least rwenry-three years...US. spy agencies
ﬂmded people supposedly capable of ‘remote viewing' 1o visual-
ize hidden or distant objects without actually seeing them.™ The
Skeptics Society must have had seizures. 4

The skeprics’ unease was presumably allayed by the media’
chuckling in reporting the stery—which started in a Jack
Anderson column on October 29. Anderson had first reported
the existence of the program in 1984-—ie was run for a while out
of the Stanford Research Institute. But when the rest of the
media picked up the revelations after Anderson’s 1995 follow-
up, the approach was one of general amosement mingled with
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the wausl pontificating aboor the government’s pradilecsion to
toas money down the drain.

Ted Koppel (eatured the psychic spook research on the
Novemnber 1B, 1995 edition of Nightiime. Whilc one guest—i
ClA wchnpical adviser—revealed that some of the eesearch
vielded “sight martini” msules (in other woeds, resnits so
startling that wt took the ceseacchers eight martinis o regain
theic composire or, pechaps, 10 cast chemselves into paroxysms
of vomiting), ip gescral Koppel and his guests scoffed ar the
rescarch. Moat panelises stwck 10 the official Agure of & 13
percent” suceess rare in the paychic cxpasiments. One assumes
that catio could be achieved by luck alone.

Acrording 10 journalist Dacicl Brandr, however, “rot for the
hrst tsme, theres more 1o dhis story than Ted Koppel acknowl-
edpes” Brandt cites the colorfully namwed Ingo Swann, who
worked on the ESP projoct ar Seandord and says chat the
government {the milicary and inwrelligence agencies} sciually hit
its target of mot 15 but 65 percent sucon.

The point of the story is not 10 vouch for the reabiey of
psychic powors—thaugh if Swann's claim is cocrecr, the pecret
setentists may have been on to something—but to show that the
1.5, intelligence community is apen o almost anything when it
comes to the batdefield of the mind. The ClAS MKULTRA
program, with its cfferty m use LSD and other drugs to coeare
tht perkect mind-controlled agerw, are well docurnenred (ser
chapter 1). [xid the cffort end with the publicly funded trip-fesr?

Oklshosna bombing suspect Timothy McVeigh was subject
w0 niuch devision for supposadly daiming chat he returmed from
his military service with o microchip implanted in his barg, Bur
McYeigh was only the nmt-]:uhltmcd seif-proclaimed implant
victi, Dozens of “support groups” exiat fer people claiming to
be subjecrs of microchip mind control and for “wavies,” those
who believe thar their thoughts are being tampered with via
MICTOWAVE tTansmisgions [rGm SOme mysterious source.

Heaving voices in ones head is, of course, a prominent
oymptom of certain kinds of mental illoegs. Ahal Whae betoer
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cover for covert mind-control experiments! It's certainly eaay to
ridxcuie the wavies and their k. L should, however, e noted
that "respectable” researchers have dabbled in this ares. Some-
rires onere than dabbled.

The mont famous of those was Dr. Jose Delgado, inventor of

the “simoceiver” implant and auchor of the 196% book {from
maingtream publisher Harper & Row) Physical Control of the
Mind: Toward a Prychocivilized Society. Ln this warershed
work, Delgado—whao onoe stopped 2 charging bull in its eracks
in a daring d¥monsteation of his wacky gadger—advocares
using ichnology to kecp the dangerans, antisocizl impulbes of
the public-ac-large under control. *The technology for nonsen-
SOry communication berween brain and computers through the
intact skin is already at our fingerrips,” he wrote Delgado
admirred, hawever, thar with present knowledge “it is highly
improbable thax l:‘lﬁ:l!ﬂtal carrelaves of thoughts or smotions
could be picked up.”
. OF course, Delgado was writing almost three decades ago,
and, as be noted then, *we are advancing capidly in che patrern
recognition of elecerical correlares of behavior.” The technology
was not without its encumbrances, however.

“Cre of the limiting factors in these studics was the existence
of wires leading from the brain o the stimoceiver ourside of the
scalp,” wrote Delgadi. “The wires represented possible poria
of cntry for infection and could be a hindrance to hair
groonming.”

it would hardly be worth creating a2 mn:-q- of perfecily
behaved citizens if they werea't well groomed. To solve this
problem, Delgado -:In‘e!-u-p:d "a small three-channel stimularor
which can be placed subcutaneousty... The instrument is solid
stare, bas no batceries and can work indehinittly™ [n other
words, 3 brain implane.

. Psychosurgety and brain manipulation—whether by lobor-
amy, dlecroshock, or drugs—has leng been an accepeed way
o concrol br.hmu:rr The stimoceiver i really just a high-tech
twist o0 the old theme. The difference is, Delgado lobbied for
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its use a5 & means of social management, not merely individual
therapy.

Has Dr. Delgado’s wondrous creation and its descendant iif,
in fact, any such devices exist) found an amray of unwilling
customers? Bd Light hosts a sire on the [nternet called *Ming
Coatrol Foram™ in which he chronides dozens of cases of
people who daim to be vicims of remore control. Light also
claims to be a victim himself, which probably wouldn't do
much for his credibilicy with Ted Koppel.

Dihers, however, arc at least open-minded. Tom Porter, 2
safrware enginers who rans & Web site Jevored o cosearch ino
povernment mind-control sxperiments (and who does not clain
victimizarion}, says be hat spoken to “several purported g
vivors of trauma-based mind-conreal who had significant,
although nor condusive cormoborating evideses.™ and thy ™
am inclioed po give tese people the benefit of the douhi.”

Light's Internet site contzins 4 section devoted 1o Brian Bard,
who noe only says thar he has been the sabject of implant mind-
control experiments but also posts MR scans of his head on the
site. According 1o bis own ccadings of thest pictures, they show
;ﬂ:hmple of riny devices in his skull, ooe shaped like a raning

To accept the stories of the seli-prodlaimed “victims™ requires
accepring not only an incredible level of rushlessness on the part
of the controllets but abso perhape more of a keap of faith, chat
the techrology could actually work. As che closest vhing 1o &
amoking gen in thar area, Light offers 2 1961 article by Comell
Universiry researcher Al Frey tided “Human Auditory Re-
spamse to Modulaed Electromagnetic Enecgy® from the fowe
nal of Applied Psychology (vol. 17, no. 4, pp. 689-692),

The thesis of chis bighly wchnical articde was that “using
axtremely low average power densitiss of ¢lectromagnetic en-
];Hm'.ﬁ#pﬂcmmnnfmunds wis induced in normad and deaf

U,

There i3 a long way between “the perception of scunds™ and

concrollable, intrusive voices. Julianne McKinney of the Asso-
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dation of Nstigaat Securiey Alumni (2 group rhac opposes
COWTT Dp<Tations) wrokc 4 controversial 1992 article in the
Ansociaton joumal Unclassified. 1n that piece, she aaid, “ryp-
ically, persoms who complain of being “zapped by radio waves'
and of 'bearing woices” are stipimatized as psychotic, delusional,
or schizophrenic....Based on our preliminacy inwestigation,
including interviews with the affected individuaks, we comclude
rhat the matper i5 seviows and should be pursued Farther”

The papﬂ:"' was entitled “Microwave Harassment and Mind-
Controd Expecimencarion,™ which pretty much summed it up.
However, in 3 supplement 1o the piece, McKinney noted thar
one major sbpection to her thesis was that “no substantive proof
has beeh futnished in this document which confirens thar
directed-energy technologies exise.™

She goes on to note that “in these past en monthy, direcred-
energy-based surveillance and wnri-personne systema suddenly
leaped off of physicists' drawing boards into the woeld of
reafity, thus obviating the criticism. ... *

McKinneyy “project™ catalogs complaints from “experi-
mentees,” which skyrockered, prediciably, afwr she published
ber paper. The complaints came in from peaple saying rhar they
were survivort of Satanic cules (supposedly connected to the
military), “programmed asmassins® from the Viemam war, 2nd
UFO abductees, among ochers.

“It hae beens supggested that che long-teem objecrive of all this
experimentarion,” McKinncy wrote, *is to develop a system by
which all {surviving} ctizens of this counery can be monitored
and tracked by a sophisticawed, perhapa satellite based cyber-
MCTics BysTem.”

In his bockket “The Conrollen,” circulased widely on the
Intgenet, wricer Martin Cannan argoet that the UFQO abductes
phenomenan is » massive cover for o massive mind-conrrol
project. Through hypnosis, Canpon argues, mind-control
guinea pigs are persuaded that dheir very-human caproes and
wrmetmn hail not from Waghington bat from Siriws. Or
somewbere out there. Cannon poing vo a Delgado-style im-

Q.
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plant as the possible (heavy emphasis on *possible™ means by
which the UFQ hallycinations are induced.

"Once an abductee has been implanted—and if we are 10
trust hypnotic regression accounts of abducrees ar all, the first
implanting session may occur in childhood——the chip-in-the-
brain would act as in intensifier of the signal. Such an individ-
ual could have any number of ‘UFO’ experiences while his or
her bed parmer dozes comforrably.”

The UFQ abduction scenario would indeed provide pecfect
cover, because nor ounly would it hide the trne source of the
viCtm's trauma, it also discredirs the victim's story.

As Cannon points out, when it comes w mind-control
experiments, “victims elicit sympathy only insofar as they
remain anonymous. Intellecrually, we realize that ME-ULTR A
and irs allied projects must have affecred hundreds, probably
thousands of individuals. Yer we react with deep suspicion
whenever one of these individuals steps forward and identifies
hirpself, or whenever an independent investigaror argues rha
mind control has directed some newsworchy person’s otherwise
inexplicable actions.”

‘The situation is, as Cannon says, a carch-22, *if you say thar
you are a manufactured madman, you were probably mad 1o
begin with.” As crazy as all of these dlaims sound, however, it's
worth keeping an open mind-—so to spezk.

“A mind i3 a rerrible thing 1o waste,” quips Cannon, "and a
worse thing to commandest.”
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