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Mexican
ruling
limits
extradition
Those facing life
wont gotoll8’

Mew York Times

BAERICD CITY — BMewicos
Supreme Court has blocked
the extradition af criminal sus-
pecis facing life senbences in
the Unaied s, confunding
U5, surleorities seeking 1o con-
vict defendants accused of
dmﬁ.am ing and mumder.

rubing, ed down in
(hctober but pubdished in full
kast manth, has sto the ex-
tradition of more 70 high-
profil: defendants.

The decision is rooded in
Mexbco’s constimution. which

that all peaple are capahle
al rehabilitation. A life sen-

wende, the counm miled, f#es in

the face of that ¢ . Thix
5 40 years, although some-
times a &l-year term may be

The prisoners for wham ex-
Eﬁﬂuﬁ has been bamed in-
e 4 [ormer state I,
Marin Villamseva, uﬂﬂmm
Mew York on charges of AME-
200 ons of coclne into
the United States, Another is
Augustin Varquoezr Mendoza,
whio was oai the FBI'S lisL ol the
1 most-wanted fugliives,
charged with the 1994 murder
of an undercover drug-en-
forcement officer inArizona.

The Drug Enfoncenmsent Ad-
minkstration (EA) 1 &ix
years and more than $1 million
pursuing Vazqguez before his
arrest in July 2000, Now It m

ars thal, in order i

Arizona may e i dis-
miss the case and try him on
lesser ch ;

El:ln'uul'.:qu . the hldjﬁmt
agalnst Villanueva, a Live
fior twen years before hds amest
in By 2001, will have 1o be re-
drmwm if he is over i face jus-
tice in che Unitsd Siates, affi-
clals said.

The coertrin a 6=-2 ruling,
aald a e sentence texdl the
Mexican constitution's provi-
sions for rehabilitation. *It
wiouhd be absurd 1o hope i re-
habilitace the criminal il thee
were no chance of his retiern-
ing 1o society,” Justice Roman

ackos wrose for the majority.

Trafficking

The decision was a hitier
pill [ar 1.5 afficials, who dile
the Villanueva and Vazques
cises as cruckl for establishe
a foundation of justice in mssl-
iers between the countries,

Villanueva, governar of the
atate of Quintana Roo from
1953 to 1999, is the highesi-
o g oy e
culn by
ina LS, mm thie arrest
af Gen, Manuel Moriega, the
diclator of Panama, in 19489,
Villarmeeva |s accused of work-
ing with traffickers to import
cocaing ino te Uiited Sates,
taking a S500,0000 baribe for ev-
ery major shipment that
passied through his stabe in the
ek 19505,

The charges against bhim
filed im L5, District Court in
New York City — two counts of

4 “anlinuing oriminal
enterprise” — carry 8 maxi-
mum senlence of e in prison
for each charge and a $ mil-
kion fine, Law enforcement of-
ficials in Mexico said the 115,
atorney's alfice in New Yark
might hawe o seck a new In-
dictment an lesser charges,
carrying & masieminm 20-year
En[ﬁnrr. agninst Villanusva,

Warquez, 31, is changed a3
the mastermind in the 1594
killing af Kichard Fass, a 1.5,
DA agent working undercoy-
Hr!EEI mm!:ﬁﬁrr:l-.nudu.rp

slake a

theat Vazguez ordered that Fass
be killsd o recowp @ 22 pound
shipment of methamphet-
amine and the $160,000 tha
Fasxz had brought along to pay
for it Afver six years as a lugi-
tive, and a natonal manhum,
e was arrestex] by Mexican aa-
theorithes 16 monihs ago.

Bunt last week, & judge rubed
that the recent Mexican Su-

reme Court declslon barmed

is extradition. Arizona has
Iw beand dtuﬁfpﬂdlm::rsam
iry Vazquesz: murder
charge or promise Mexico thai
hie will recenve 3 fixed sentence
ol 60 years or less i porviceed.




